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Å Subfamily Isophysidoideae, one Genus, Isophysis with 1 species

Å Subfamily Patersonioideae, one Genus, Patersonia with 21 species

Å Subfamily Geosiridoideae, one Genus, Geosiris with 3 species

Å Subfamily Aristeoideae, one Genus, Aristea with about 55 species

Å Subfamily Nivenioideae, three Genera, Nivenia , Klattia, and Witsenia with 15 species

¤ Subfamily Crocoideae, twenty-nine Genera, with 1,010 species in five Tribes

¤ Subfamily Iridoideae. 30 Genera, about 890 species, in five tribes:

https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdIsophysis
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdPatersonia
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdGeosiris
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdAristea
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdNivenia
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdKlattia
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdWitsenia


ÅSubfamily Isophysidoideae, 

one Genus, Isophysis with 

1 species; Tasmania

CC -NC Photographer Kaely  Kreger, iNaturalist

https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdIsophysis


ÅSubfamily Patersonioideae, one Genus, Patersonia with 

21 species Australia, Borneo, Sumatra, New Guinea

Patersonia  sericea 

R. Br.
Patersonia  glabrata R.Br. Patersonia  

occidentalis var. 

occidentalis

https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdPatersonia


Silky Purple FlagPatersonia sericea
(c) wingspanner ςsome rights reserved (CC BY-NC)

Leafy Purple FlagPatersonia glabrata
(c) Wayne Martin ςsome rights reserved (CC BY-NC)

Purple Flag Patersonia  

occidentalis
(c) dawn neylan ςsome rights reserved (CC 
BY-NC)

https://uk.inaturalist.org/taxa/321203
https://uk.inaturalist.org/taxa/321203
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
https://uk.inaturalist.org/taxa/83612
https://uk.inaturalist.org/taxa/83612
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0


ÅSubfamily Geosiridoideae, one 

Genus, Geosiris with 3 species, Madagascar

Geosiris albiflora Goldblatt & J.C.Manning, 

Bothalia 40: 170 (2010).

Geosiris aphylla Baill., Bull. Mens. Soc. Linn. 

Paris 2: 1149 (1894).

Geosiris australiensis B.Gray & Y.W.Low, 
Candollea 72: 251 (2017).

Geosiris aphylla (c) vononarbgkew ςsome 

Geosiris 
albiflora 
c) amouly ςsome 
rights reserved (CC 
BY-NC)

https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdGeosiris
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdGeosirisAustraliensis
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0


Å Subfamily Aristeoideae, one Genus, Aristea with about 55 

species; Sub-Saharan Africa & Madagscar

Aristea  ecklonii  

Baker

Aristea  lugens  

(L.f.) Weim .
Aristea pusilla 

(Thunb) Ker 

Gawl

Aristea  africana  

(L.) Hoffmanns Aristea capitata (John 

Bellenden Ker-Gawler,

https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdAristea


Aristea ecklonii Baker



Å Subfamily Nivenioideae, three Genera, Nivenia , Klattia, 

and Witsenia with 15 species, Cape region South Africa

Nivenia  corymbosa  (Ker Gawl .) Baker

Klattia  stokoei  L.Guthrie Witsenia  maura  (L.) 

Thunb.

https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdNivenia
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdKlattia
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdWitsenia


(c) Felix Riegel ςsome rights 
reserved (CC BY-NC)

Bainskloof 
BushirisNivenia 
corymbosa

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
https://uk.inaturalist.org/taxa/590635-Nivenia-corymbosa
https://uk.inaturalist.org/taxa/590635-Nivenia-corymbosa


Red BrushirisKlattia 
stokoei
(c) Eric Harley ςsome rights 
reserved (CC BY-NC)

(c) Brian du Preez ςsome rights 
reserved (CC BY-SA)

Bokmakierie 
TailWitsenia maura 
(c) Heather and Andrew 
Hodgson ςsome rights 
reserved (CC BY-NC)

(c) Gigi Laidler ςsome rights 
reserved (CC BY-NC)

https://uk.inaturalist.org/taxa/566318-Klattia-stokoei
https://uk.inaturalist.org/taxa/566318-Klattia-stokoei
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0
https://uk.inaturalist.org/taxa/566313
https://uk.inaturalist.org/taxa/566313
https://uk.inaturalist.org/taxa/566313
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0


¤Subfamily Crocoideae, twenty-nine Genera, with 1,010 

species in five Tribes

Å Tribe Tritoniopsideae, Genus Tritoniopsis: 24 species Southwestern & Southern Cape South 

Africa

Å Tribe Watsonieae, Genera-

Zygotritonia, Savannosiphon, Lapeirousia, Pillansia, Thereianthus, Micranthus, Watsonia.

Å Tribe Gladioleae, Genera- Gladiolus, Melasphaerula.

Å Tribe Freesiae, Genera- Crocosmia, Devia, Freesia, Xenoscapa.

Å Tribe Croceae, Genera-

Radinosiphon, Romulea, Afrocrocus, Syringodea, Crocus, Geissorhiza,      

Hesperantha, Babiana, Chasmanthe, Sparaxis, Duthiastrum, Tritonia, Ixia, Dierama,

https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdTritoniopsis
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdZygotritonia
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdSavannosiphon
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdLapeirousia
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdPillansia
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdThereianthus
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdMicranthus
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdWatsonia
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdGladiolus
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdMelasphaerula
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdCrocosmia
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdDevia
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdFreesia
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdXenoscapa
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdRadinosiphon
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdRomulea
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdAfrocrocus
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdSyringodea
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdCrocus
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdGeissorhiza
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdHesperantha
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdBabiana
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdChasmanthe
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdSparaxis
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdDuthiastrum
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdTritonia
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdIxia
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdDierama


IMAGE FROM PACIFIC 
BULB SOCIETY
23 ACCEPTED SPECIES

Karkar Reedpipe
Tritoniopsis antholyza

(c) Werner Herselman ς all rights 
reserved

Undulate Reedpipe
Tritoniopsis dodii 
(c) Lee ςsome rights reserved (CC BY-
NC)

Twotone Reedpipe
Tritoniopsis bicolor
(c) RonelVisser ςsome rights 
reserved (CC BY-NC)

https://uk.inaturalist.org/taxa/570469
https://uk.inaturalist.org/taxa/570469
https://uk.inaturalist.org/taxa/595752-Tritoniopsis-dodii
https://uk.inaturalist.org/taxa/595752-Tritoniopsis-dodii
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
https://uk.inaturalist.org/taxa/595747
https://uk.inaturalist.org/taxa/595747
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0


ÅTribe Watsonieae,  8 Genera (111species)-

Zygotritonia, Savannosiphon, Lapeirousia, Pillansia, Thereianthus, Micranthus,

Watsonia.

Lapeirousia  

fabricii  

(D.Delaroche ) 

Ker Gawl .,

Lapeirousia 

corymbosa (L.) 

Ker Gawl.

Lapeirousia  

plicata (Jacq.) 

Diels in 

H.G.A.Engler

Micranthus  

alopecuroides  

(L.) Eckl.
Watsonia borbonica  

subsp. borbonica

https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdZygotritonia
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdSavannosiphon
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdLapeirousia
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdPillansia
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdThereianthus
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdMicranthus
https://wiki.irises.org/Ird/IrdWatsonia


(c) Warren McCleland 
ς all rights reserved

Zygotritonia atropurpurea

(c) Nico Vromant ς
some rights reserved 
(CC BY-NC)

Savannosiphon euryphylla

1 species tropical 

Africa

4 species

Tropical 

Africa

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0


Granite Kabong(Lapeirousia silenoides)
(c) Brian du Preez, some rights reserved (CC BY-SA)

Pyramid Kabong(Lapeirousia pyramidalis)

(c) Craig Peter, some rights reserved (CC BY-NC)

Cushion Kabong
Lapeirousia oreogena
(c) Kew on Flickr, some rights 
reserved (CC BY-NC-SA)

(c) Kevin Murray ςsome rights reserved (CC BY)

Genus Lapeirousia

42 

species

Tropical 

and 

Southern
Africa

https://uk.inaturalist.org/observations/32397208
https://uk.inaturalist.org/observations/55521894
https://uk.inaturalist.org/taxa/120061-Lapeirousia-oreogena
https://uk.inaturalist.org/taxa/120061-Lapeirousia-oreogena
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0


¤Genus Watsonia 51 species Southern Africa

Watsonia

 aletroides
Watsonia borbonica

Watsonia 

densiflora

Watsonia 

humilis
Watsonia 

laccata

Watsonia 

humilis

Watsonia 

laccata
Watsonia 

marginata

Watsonia 

meriana
Watsonia 

marginata

Watsonia 

strictiflora
Watsonia laccata



Bugle-LilyWatsonia borbonica
(c) Simon Sephton ςsome rights reserved (CC BY-NC)

(c) Carina Lochner ςsome rights reserved (CC BY-NC)

Mountain Watsonia
Watsonia schlechteri
(c) Marian Oliver ςsome rights reserved (CC 
BY-NC)

¤Genus 

Watsonia

https://uk.inaturalist.org/taxa/170297
https://uk.inaturalist.org/taxa/170297
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

